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The decision prompted Dubai Government to consider launching 
its own airline. In 1985, five months after a feasibility study was 
conducted, Emirates Airlines was officially unveiled, taking off with 
a fleet of two leased aircraft and an initial capital of $10million - not a 
significant amount to run an airline even back then. Most importantly, 
the airline had to accept the government’s condition to not receive any 
further funding.

Emirates departed on its first flight to Karachi in the same year, and the 
rest is history. In 1987, the airline began serving its first three European 
destinations - London, Gatwick, and Frankfurt - and from 1995 it was 
operating an enviable wide-body fleet.

In the last decade, Emirates placed some of the largest aircraft orders 
ever, including a historic civil aviation order in 2007 for 120 Airbus 
A350s, 11 A380s and 12 Boeing 777-300ERs, together worth an 
estimated $34.9billion. At that point, success was prominently a 
way of life for Emirates. The airline opened this year’s airshow with 
a whopping $26 billion order for 70 Boeing 777-300 ER aircraft.  
Currently, Emirates flies to 105 destinations with a fleet of 156 aircraft.
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“A true commitment to tapping all of the available work fields, 
combined with a high enthusiasm for acquiring knowledge, broadening 
horizons and benefiting from modern science is necessary for the UAE 
to succeed in taking a forward step into the 21st century”, His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of UAE, once said.

Ever since gaining independence in 1971, the UAE has been 
unstoppably progressing; propelled by the unexpected discovery of oil 
deposits. Up until then, Abu Dhabi was a simple fishing village with 
a fort, and Al Ain comprised settlements and date plantations. Today, 
Abu Dhabi is one of the world’s richest cities, while Al Ain readies to 
become an aerospace hub.

PREPARING FOR THE POST-OIL ERA
Indeed, the spillover effects stimulated every aspect of the economy, 
enabling bold visions to manifest into realities. Oil production revenues 
were invested in the construction of schools, housing, hospitals and 
roads, and the economy escalated to compete on a global level. 

But the late president Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan had warned 
his nation during the oil rush, saying: “Wealth is not money. Wealth 
lies in men. This is where true power lies”. Unless wealth is used in 
conjunction with knowledge to plan for its use, and unless there are 
enlightened intellects to direct it, its fate is to diminish and to disappear, 
His Highness had stated.

This vision has become embedded in the country’s present plans, 
which seek to supplement oil revenues by establishing industrial 
activities, tourism, financial, distribution and logistics services, as well 
as high-end aerospace parts and services, with the national objective of 
diversifying the economy to prepare for the post-oil era.

More than any other industry, aviation in particular, has seen 
tremendous developments.  About 50 years ago, the UAE had no 
existing airports. Today it is home to six international airports, and a 
seventh that is set to become the world’s largest. It has also seen the 
launch of three major award-winning airlines, and another three low-
cost carriers.

FROM A HUMBLE INCEPTION TO A GLOBAL MODEL
In 1974, three years after the union, the UAE, along with Oman, 
Bahrain, and Qatar, established a joint flag carrier: Gulf Air, which 
served Dubai and other cities in the region. By 1976, the airline was 
flying to destinations in the Middle East, Asia, and Europe. 

However, as the carrier expanded its network, competition intensified 
between governments. Dubai declined to give in to Gulf Air’s demands 
to abandon its open skies policy, resulting in the latter’s reduction of 
frequencies to and from Dubai.
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DXB AND DWC ON TRACK
When Emirates was first conceived, it was based at the Dubai 
International Airport- a fairly small base at the time handling a few 
carriers. Today it is the world’s fourth busiest airport, serving 4.24 
million people in 2011, with connections to over 220 destinations 
through 150 scheduled airlines.

Two simultaneous developments are currently taking place in Dubai: 
the first at the Dubai International Airport; a $7.8billion airport 
expansion programme that will boost capacity from 60 million to 90 
million passengers per year by 2018. About 40km away, the second 
development - a massive aerotropolis - is taking shape. The multiphase 
development will encompass six clustered zones: Dubai Logistics City, 
Commercial City, Residential City, Aviation City and Golf City, with 
what will one day be the world’s largest airport - Dubai World Central-
Al Maktoum International (DWC) at its heart.

Covering an expanse of 140 square km, the development will not only 
house the airport but will also be home to the region’s first integrated, 
multi-modal transportation platform connecting air, sea, and land. 
Cargo operations were already launched in 2010, while passenger 
operations will commence in the next few months.
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Phase 1 of DWC includes an A380 runway, a passenger terminal with 
capacity of 5 million passengers per year, a cargo terminal building 
with a capacity of 250,000 tonnes per annum and a 92-metre air traffic 
control tower. Once completed, the airport will have 4 passenger 
terminals and will accommodate up to 160 million people per year.

AL BATEEN: FIVE DECADES OF OPERATIONS
Al Bateen Executive Airport was built in the 1960s, but it wasn’t until 
1970 that it became the capital’s first international airport. When the 
main airport was shifted, Al Bateen continued to operate as a military 
air base, until Abu Dhabi Airports Company (ADAC) stepped in to 
undertake operations in 2008; converting it into an executive, private 
jet facility. Since then, ADAC has spent $50million on restructuring the 
site with the aim of attracting third-party service providers.

Last November saw the fruits of success, when Swiss-based Jet Aviation 
became the first third-party maintenance provider at Al Bateen. The 
airport is already supported by Falcon Aviation Services, a fixed-wing 
and rotorcraft charter provider that has been on-ground since early 
days, and Al Jaber Aviation, an operator of Airbus and Emraer business 
jets - a more recent tenant. 

Further tenants are being sought to fill hangar space vacated by the 
military, while other initiatives have also proved successful. Last year, 
the airport waived its landing and parking fees during the Abu Dhabi 
Grand Prix and saw almost 100 business jet movements over three 
days. Al Bateen achieved profits of 12% in the third quarter of this year.

.t$"c$% K+ ."F? :892 "? h?/( B/7<$ K$&'$% d/-7? o� – o%:-,= '$.& K0! ."F?
 o"5? K+ �'('a h?/6R? �:F(& 3hc0:? �:-?/P<9 140 4T"N? ."FG$% fu)(

 ;? 34VF,G$% K+ 4P?"7-G$% 4<,7N$% 1"6a/$%& B%:<F$% 1"?'b B'? �<FJ>
 1"<PGQ 12'0 .:8$%& 3:#8$% 3/5$% @<0 "? �0:> �r"=/$% y!'c-? 4<PGQ o/PT
 K+ �PF,-= i"9:$% fV| 1"<PGQ B2 @<T K+ 32010 d"Q K+ fcR$"0 @#)$%

.4P8VG$% 4P<PV$% :6D]% B/I}

 K+ o&]% �.'G$% 4?"kW K$&'$% d/-7? o� ."F? @? O$&]% 4PT:G$% L,GI>
 3/380 �(W/ �"0:(W �%:C @? 4kSGc$% 1%:r"F$% o"8V-=% OPQ .!"k /_& 3."FG$%

 @#)P$ O,8?& 3h(/,= :+"N? B/<P? 5 EQ/-N( v^$% i"9:$% O,8? '<<)>&
 o/F0 48k%:GP$ �:0 O$W 4+"{g"0 3h(/,= @C j$2 250 "_.'k 4<0"c<-=% 4k"F0

 4k"C :+/> @(:+"NGP$ B"8? 4 �",_ B/7<= 3o"GQ]% `"6-|% ',Q .�:-? 92
.h(/,= UJD B/<P? 160 O$W f[> 4<0"c<-=%

4<P<u)-$% 1"<PGc$% `'0 ^,? LI? !/VQ 4NGb :@<F8$% ."F?
 M8[<$ 1970 d"Q K+ o/#>& 31960 d"Q �"J$% B%:<FP$ @<F8$% ."F? '<<)> t>

 4(/a y'Q"k O$W @<F8$% ."F? f(/#> t> .K8�/02 4Ge"c$% K+ K$&! ."F? o&2
 y.%!W «�%!2» 1%."FGP$ K8�/02 49:D L$/> "?',Q 32008 d"Q 4("6| O-T 4(:7NQ

 �"J$% B%:<F$% o"5G0 U[J-? K|'? ."F? O$W �P(/#>& ."FG$% 1"<PGQ
 4P7<6$% y!"Qg .l&! B/<P? 50 «�%!2» LVR|2 3@<#$% s$\ ^,?& .X/-NG$% KG$"Q

.1"?'J$% v!&A? @? '('c$% i^a �'60 s$\&
 1"?'b o"5? K+ 4P?"c$% «i&:a L<a» 49:D �:b�? @<F8$% ."F? EFV-=%

 @(/G> y'T& `")|W 4<u0 s$\& 3"6$ �:V? %:N(/= @? ^J-> K-$%& 3�"J$% B%:<F$%
 1"9:)$% 4Gr"k fG)> .K8�/0q0 o"GQ]% o"a. 1%:r"C 4?'J$ y./F-? Kr%^}

 "6>ST. :<N> K-$%& «B%:<F$% 1"?'J$ B/7$"+» ."FG$% @? fGc> K-$% 4Pu)G$%
 @? "6>%:r"C oSb @? «B%:<FP$ :0"5$%«& 3'<c0 @?� ^,? 4(!/Gc$% 1%:r"F$% :8Q

.:(%:8?W& �"0:(W v�%:C



8

!"#$%& '#()* cultural caravansQawafel !aqafeya: 

BUDGET CARRIERS POISED FOR EXPANSIONS
The UAE’s three low-cost carriers (Air Arabia, Fly Dubai, and RAK 
Airways) are all embarking on expansions, whether by adding 
new aircraft, increasing frequencies, or adding new routes to their 
networks.  Flydubai recently secured financing for two Boeing 737s 
worth $170m, attributing the funding to the emirate’s strong aviation 
industry. “We received offers for more aircraft than we needed to 
finance, which is a fantastic position to be in, especially for such as 
young airline,” CEO of flydubai Ghaith Al Ghaith said.

RAK Airways has also expanded its route network to 10 destinations, 
covering the GCC, Indian sub-continent and Africa, and opened a sales 
office in Fujairah in a bid to boost its presence in the Northern Emirates.

SHARJAH AIMS FOR BIGGER AND BETTER
Sharjah’s main airport is undergoing a wide-scale expansion at an 
estimated cost of $10million. According to Dr. Ghanem al Hajri, director 
general of Sharjah International Airport, the plans consist of renovating 
buildings, constructing a new terminal for arrivals and departures, and 
increasing parking to accommodate 1,000 more cars. The improvements 
would be completed by 2015 to handle eight million passengers annually. 

“In our five-year plan, we have made an order for 44 planes and will 
increase it according to demand from the market. We are replacing 
rented planes with purchased ones to better compete in the market,” 
Shaikh Abdullah bin Mohammad Al Thani, Chairman of Sharjah Airport 
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possible journey from runway to stand, creating a smoother 
experience for passengers. 

The MTC complex will cover an area of 630,000 to 700,000 square 
metres, anticipated to be one of the region’s most architecturally 
impressive structures, visible from more than 1.5km away. To grasp 
the colossal measure of expanse, the new terminal building will 
be large enough to contain three full-sized football pitches, and 
will feature a ceiling 52 metres tall at its highest point. It will also 
include around 25,000 square metres of retail and food outlets, 
roughly equivalent to the size of Marina Mall in Abu Dhabi. 

To top it all, the facilities will be set around an 8,400 square metre 
indoor park, another first in the region, hosting Mediterranean 
plants in the centre and desert landscapes at the edges. MTC is 
being developed by top experts who have played critical roles in 
some of the most important airport developments of recent years, 
such as Heathrow’s Terminal 5.

Terminal One of ADIC has already undergone a large-scale facelift 
that included a new design reflecting the Arabic culture, new 
lighting concepts and landscaped gardens, as well as doubling 
of seating capacity in the terminals. Needless to say, ADIC has 

International Free Zone and Chairman of Air Arabia said in a statement. 

Eight years into operations, Air Arabia now processes over 4,000 
passenger bookings every day through their website. Moreover, 
the Ruler of Sharjah inaugurated Air Arabia’s $10 million flight 
simulator centre a few weeks ago, designed to train 400 pilots a 
year, and eventually lead to significant cost savings.

MIDFIELD DOUBLES ABU DHABI AIRPORT 
One of the largest ongoing airport expansions is being 
accomplished at the Abu Dhabi International Airport (ADIA), 
undertaken by the new management of ADAC. At present, more 
than 10 million passengers are handled at the airport annually via 
50 airlines, but this is just the beginning. 

Within the next few years, figures are expected to double to reach 
20 million people using the airport as their base, destination or 
transit point. This will be achieved through the expansion of the 
capital’s main airport and with the construction of the Midfield 
Terminal Complex (MTC) - all part of the Government’s Plan 
Abu Dhabi 2030. MTC will be the centrepiece of this multi-
billion investment programme. Located between the airport’s two 
runways – as the name implies – MTC will provide a full terminal 
building, passenger and cargo facilities, to serve a capacity of 27 
to 40 million people a year. Its location will enable the quickest 
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received dozens of awards over the years, including Best Airport in 
the Middle East and Best Airport for Tax-Free Shopping globally- 
both awarded in 2011.

ETIHAD JOURNEYING UPWARDS
Every airport in the UAE is currently undergoing an expansion, 
targeting mid and long-term goals. In tandem with these developments, 
airlines are also increasing the number and sizes of their fleet. The 
country’s second airline, Etihad Airways, was set up in 2003 by Royal 
Decree, and has grown rapidly since. In 2010, it was awarded the 
‘World’s Leading Airline’ title at the World Travel Awards. 

Etihad’s current fleet of 56 aircraft operates nearly 1,000 flights per 
week, serving 66 destinations, with 26 code-share agreements in place. 
Considering the extensive expansion work at Abu Dhabi International 
Airport, Etihad’s future plans have been placed accordingly. Over the 
next ten years, it aims to take delivery of six Airbus A330s; 20 A320s; 
10 Airbus A380s; 25 A350; 35 Boeing 787s; and 10 Boeing 777s.

MUBADALA: AN ECONOMIC GOLDMINE?
Abu Dhabi’s latest venture – aerospace – is already paying off, after 
being identified as a key industry to diversify the economy away from oil 
dependence. Although the country has a few more generations to achieve 
this goal- Mubadala has not wasted time. It has focused on composite 
structures manufacturing, and maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) 
in both civil and military markets, alongside aviation training. 

Mubadala Aerospace was set up in 2006 and has plans to break even 
by 2013. Backed by the emirate’s $45 billion sovereign wealth fund, 
Mubadala Aerospace comprises seven subsidiaries: Strata; Abu Dhabi 
Aircraft Technologies (ADAT); Sanad; Horizon International Flight 
Academy; Advanced Military Maintenance Repair and Overhaul Centre 
(AMMROC); SR Technics; and PiaggioAero.

Derived from the Arabic equivalent of ‘Exhange’, Mubadala lives up to 
its name; fostering mutually beneficial partnerships while encouraging 
investments. Last year, the group opened its Strata factory in Al Ain, 
and within a year, several partnerships were established with global 
aerospace companies, worth $1.3billion to date. 

Through its first direct work package with Airbus, Strata has been 
producing complete shipsets of flap track fairings for the Airbus 
A330/340 airliners. The company wants to increase its roll in Airbus 
programs and plans to become the sole flap track supplier for the A380. 

Strata is also eyeing partnerships with other airframers, including 
Boeing. “We want to take Strata up to another level of manufacturing 
that will include more engineering work,” Mubadala CEO Homaid Al 
Shemmari told Aviation International News. “This will mean adding 

extra capacity and automating processes such as (composite) layups 
and, unless we can automate, we will have to send work packages to 
other companies. So instead of having 30 people (doing a specific task), 
we will have two machines and ten people doing it”.

Besides automation, research and development (R&D) has been a 
central focus for the company, with priority on developing human 
resources. By 2012, Mubadala aims to have sealed an acquisition that 
would elevate its position to move into one or both of the Airbus and 
Boeing programs. This would allow the company to become a Tier One 
risk-sharing partner sometime between 2014 and 2016. Ultimately, 
Mubadala seeks to lead in R&D and be subcontracting work to others.

AN INTEGRATED MRO APPROACH
In the MRO scope, Mubadala is keen on strengthening its capabilities 
by investing in expertise that can be disseminated throughout 
the business and also by establishing strategic partnerships with 
manufacturers seeking product support infrastructure in the region. 
This was seen through the acquisition of Switzerland’s MRO group SR 
Technics, which brought a wealth of human capital to the group. 

Mubadala’s Sanad was created to provide leasing and management 
of spare components and engines to the global airline industry. The 
company provides opportunities for airlines to monetize existing assets, 
secure scalable inventory solutions, and access Mubadala’s full spectrum 
of world-class MRO and technical support, which comprises services 
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offered by ADAT and SR Technics. Amongst Sanad’s growing customer 
base are Air Berlin, Etihad Airways, Onur Air, and Virgin Australia.
“The Virgin Australia deal was our largest so far and another big 
milestone for the company”, Troy Lambeth, CEO of Sanad stated. 
“Since we launched in early 2010, we have entered into a number of 
asset transactions valued now in excess of $300million with associated 
long-term MRO contracts valued in excess of $2billion”.

ADAT, on the other hand, specializes in technical and maintenance 
services for commercial and military aviation, and has been 
commissioned with supporting the systems of the Boeing 787 
Dreamliner. Its partnership with General Electric (GE) and Engine 
Alliance entails supporting the new GEnx and GP7200 turbofans.

SERVING THE MILITARY NEEDS
AMMROC was created through a Heads of Agreement between 
Mubadala and Sikorsky Aerospace to establish an aviation-MRO in the 
capital. The subsidiary has a contract with the UAE armed forces to 
maintain most of its inventory and will be moved to Al Ain by 2014. 

With an aggregate investment that exceeds US$800million and 
expertise in aerospace engineering, material support, logistics, 
maintenance, component repair and overhaul, AMMROC’s c platform 
will present advanced solutions for all fixed and rotary-wing aircraft 
operated by UAE Armed Forces.

“We have received tremendous support from the UAE Armed Forces 
and have worked closely with them not only with regard to the 
planning phase of this important new venture, but also in attracting 
partners that share our vision of developing a leading military 
sustainment centre”, Al Shemmari said in a statement.

Moreover, U.S. aerospace and advanced technology company Lockheed 
Martin recently acquired an equity stake in AMMROC, adding 
remarkable sustainment capabilities to the company’s service offerings 
in the fixed-wing market. 

DISCERNING INVESTORS LIKE WHAT THEY SEE
Shareholders who invest in Mubadala’s aerospace arm have been very 
specific and selective, as aerospace is often one of several investment 
options for them. In general, Mubadala’s partners have been attracted 
to the country not only to get close to a substantial customer base but 
also to benefit from UAE’s firms laws on intellectual property protection 
(unlike China for example); a currency pegged to the U.S. dollar; and a 
union-free work environment.

Halfway through this year, Mubadala began reaping rewards. By mid-
2011, its aerospace division achieved $53.5million in profit, an increase 
of 70% from the same period last year, pushing revenues to $3.7billion.

NO PLACE FOR THOSE WHO LACK KNOWLEDGE
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the President of the 
UAE, famously stated that “educating the individual is this country’s 
most valuable investment. It represents the foundation for progress 
and development”. This vision stems from the invaluable legacy of the 
late president Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, who once said: “A 
country's greatest investment lies in building generations of educated 
and knowledgeable youth”. 

Expressing his views on the significance of education, His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, stated that 
“the future holds no place for those who lack knowledge and education”. 

The UAE’s aviation and aerospace sector recognizes the importance of 
academic training to the industry, as relying largely on foreign expertise 
is neither sustainable nor in line with the country’s Emiratisation 
objectives. With this in mind, the sector put heavy emphasis on 
knowledge-sharing, integrating education in partnerships and giving 
it individual attention by launching exchange programmes with 
international academic institutions.

Khalifa University is playing a superlative role, having signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding with Mubadala Aerospace 
to establish an aerospace research and innovation centre at the 
university. But this is merely a preliminary stride towards setting 
up the Academic Research Consortium- a pursuit of international 
collaborations between academic and industrial organizations, local 
and foreign internships and technology exchange.

In the future, Khalifa University will offer degrees in other disciplines of 
Engineering, Logistics & Management, and Homeland Security, and will 
include additional research centres in Information and Communications 
Technology, Energy, Nanotechnology, and Aerospace.

Endorsed by solid expertise through its strategic partnerships, Mubadala 
has integrated a pilot training academy, underpinned by education, 
training, and R&D, and a mission to develop home-grown talent. 
Mubadala’s Horizon International Flight Academy was formed as a 
commercial and military training hub, based in Al Ain Airport. UAE 
nationals can now undergo training with SR Technics and take up 
internships with OEMs like Airbus. 

Horizon was the first academy in the region to earn the coveted Joint 
Aviation Requirements certificate, and the first to train helicopter pilots 
with European Joint Aviation standards. It is the academy of choice for 
Etihad’s international cadet program.

In Dubai, Emirates Aviation College offers undergraduate and 
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employment would be facilitated by the academy’s ties with the 
civil and defence sectors and with Etihad, Abu Dhabi Aviation, 
ADAT, UAE Armed Forces and Police Force.

TOO EARLY FOR EMIRATI PIONEERS?
In the UAE, a space industry does not yet exist, except in 
telecommunication companies such as Thuraya or Yahsat, which have 
satellites in orbit to service their operations. However, other expertise 
can sometimes be used in aerospace-related fields; a factor that has 
probably assisted in the decision of Emirati students considering a 
career in aerospace.

Interestingly, many women have been taking up roles in this sector. 
For example, two nationals recently graduated from the Horizon 
International Flight Academy to become Etihad Airways’ first female 
commercial pilots, while last year, twenty Emiratis, including 12 
women, began training in Al Ain to become the nation's first aerospace 
manufacturing technicians.

Speaking of the woman’s role in society, His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum says: "Arab women are half our 
community. Sometimes better than men. Perhaps in the past we lagged 
behind, but today she is growing to better heights in our society and 
is able to achieve goals within our communities. She will only grow”.  
In this respect, 16 local women excelling in aviation were awarded 
recently by H.E. Saif Mohammed Al Suwaidi, director general of the 
UAE Civil Aviation Authority during a ceremony, as the country 
endeavours to recognize Emirati talents.

To internationally showcase and leverage the UAE’s aerospace sector, a 
unique event has been organized in the capital. The Global Aerospace 
Summit will take place mid-April 2012, incorporating aerospace, 
aviation and space. It will be complemented with private procurement 
meetings, exclusive site visits to the region’s aerospace facilities, and 
an industry-focused careers programme targeting vocational and 
professional development. 

An aerospace engineer typically conducts research, designs and 
develops vehicles and systems for atmospheric and space environments, 
while an aerospace team would consist of engineers, scientists and 
technicians. According to a new report by ICD Research, China, India 
and the Middle East will be the fastest growing emerging markets for 
the aerospace industry. 
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postgraduate programmes; from MBAs in aviation management 
and logistics & supply chain management (both accredited by The 
Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport), to bachelors’ in 
aeronautical engineering and in aviation management. The College 
is licensed to conduct programmes such as aircraft maintenance 
engineering, flight dispatcher, and air transport pilot, and offers 
diplomas in aerospace engineering.

ADVANCED TRAINING IN AL AIN
Emirati students can also receive professional training for jobs as aircraft 
engineers, technicians and other specialist roles in Al Ain International 
Aviation Academy, where internationally accredited aviation and 
aerospace-related courses are being offered. Open in 2008 next to Al Ain 
Airport, the academy covers 197,000 square metres, housing a unique 
helicopter rotor-shaped building with a capacity to train around 600 
students. Facilities include a 2,850-square metre hangar that can easily 
accommodate an Airbus A310 or several commuter aircraft, and a fully 
operational 3,600 square metre-helicopter tarmac.

Al Ain International Aviation Academy expects to partner with the 
proposed Khalifa University of Science, Technology and Research 
(KUSTAR) in Abu Dhabi, to offer undergraduate, postgraduate, and 
PHD programs in Aeronautical Engineering, Avionics Engineering, 
Air Transport Engineering, and Aviation Management. Prospective 
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MUBADALA AEROSPACE HAS BEEN PARTNERING WITH 
SEVERAL LEADING AEROSPACE COMPANIES, STRIVING TO 
BECOME A GLOBAL AEROSTRUCTURES AND AEROSPACE HUB. 
WHAT DOES MUBADALA AEROSPACE AND THE PROPOSED 
AEROSPACE HUB OFFER TO PROSPECTIVE LOCAL AND 
FOREIGN SME’S?
A business unit of Mubadala Development Company, Mubadala 
Aerospace is playing a significant role in fulfilling Abu Dhabi’s 
economic vision to diversify the local economy. The unit is driving 
market advancement by boosting its presence through partnerships, 
and establishing new aerospace entities. Mubadala Aerospace invests in 
research and development, and provides educational resources such as 
internships and training programs for its people.

Nibras Al Ain Aerospace Park in Abu Dhabi’s city of Al Ain is being 
jointly created by Mubadala Aerospace and Abu Dhabi Airport 
Company (ADAC). The strategy is based on leveraging Mubadala 
Aerospace’s existing assets, as well as opening its doors to other 
international aerospace organizations and key industry leaders outside 
of the Mubadala Aerospace network, and developing opportunities that 
are knowledge and energy-intensive with education and training, and 
research and development major focal points to its global endeavors.

Al Ain is in strategic proximity to three ports, has one of the longest 
runways in the UAE, and is home to leading educational institutions. 
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The city is positioned to contribute AED 6.3 billion to the annual GDP 
of Abu Dhabi by 2030, in addition to creating over 10,000 new job 
opportunities of which at least 50% will be aimed at the UAE National 
workforce, enhancing business competitiveness, and attracting a self-
sustaining supply chain.

WHAT ARE STRATA’S PLANS FOR BECOMING THE SOLE FLAP-
TRACK SUPPLIER FOR AIRBUS A380?
Strata is developing a market leading composite aerostructures 
manufacturing facility based in Al Ain. Designed to meet the demands 
of the 21st century aerospace industry by forming partnerships with 
aircraft manufacturers, Strata is a Tier 1 supplier; designing, developing 
and manufacturing major aircraft units, such as wings and empennages 
for the next generation of commercial aircraft. 

Wholly-owned by Mubadala, Strata commenced operations of its first 
21,600 square meter plant in the fourth quarter of 2010, and delivered 
its first shipsets of the A330/340 flap track fairing in November of 
the same year. Currently the sole supplier of the A330/340 flap track 
fairing, its product portfolio has increased in 2011 with the addition of 
the A330/340 aileron panels. The first consignment of advanced carbon 
fiber composite aileron panels was delivered to Airbus representing a 
turning point for Strata as it aims to become a Tier 1 supplier. 

Strata is delivering the first shipset of the vertical fin of the ATR 72. 
The horizontal stabilizer and the rudder will be manufactured, making 
Strata the supplier of the entire empennage section of the aircraft. 
Work packages including the spoilers of the A330/340 and the aileron 
assembly for the same platform are also being produced by the company. 

While work packages ensure that Strata’s first plant capacity is fully 
occupied, the company is studying the feasibility for additional 
manufacturing capacity. Committed to ensuring that young nationals 
from the United Arab Emirates are developing the skills and expertise 
required to play an important role in the development of the aerospace 
sector in the Emirate, Strata will provide career opportunities ranging 
from technical roles to engineering and managerial roles with the aim 
of having a 50% Emiratization ratio by 2015. Strata has developed two 
major programs to attract UAE nationals to join the company and in 
2011 alone the percentage of Emiratis employed by Strata rose to 33%.

ARE YOU PLANNING TO MANUFACTURE THE REGION’S 
FIRST AIRCRAFT AT MUBADALA? CAN YOU TELL US MORE 
ABOUT THIS?
We have ambitions to manufacture a plane in Abu Dhabi towards the 
back-end of this decade, and certainly the technology transfer initiatives 
that we are driving forward are partly to support this initiative. 
However, this only represents one element of the wider aerospace 
industry we are seeking to build in the emirate. 
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MUBADALA AEROSPACE HAS BEEN WORKING ON 
FORMING TIE-UPS BETWEEN UNIVERSITIES IN THE U.S. 
AND THE UAE TO DEVELOP A NEW DEGREE IN AEROSPACE 
ENGINEERING FOR UAE STUDENTS. HAVE YOU SELECTED 
THE UNIVERSITIES THAT WILL YOU BE PARTNERING WITH?
I cannot talk in detail about the university we are partnering with 
because discussions between the relevant parties to finalise the plan 
are underway. However, this is one of the initiatives we are driving 
forward in relation to education and training. 

Mubadala Aerospace is facilitating the development of customized 
training programs that fit the engineering requirements of each asset 
portfolio. Providing a growing number of high-tech opportunities 
and establishing an impressive cadre of educational platforms and 
training initiatives, the aerospace unit offers world-class scholarships 
and internships with high profile companies such as Airbus, providing 
UAE nationals with access to the best international programs.

In collaboration with Abu Dhabi Education Council (ADEC) and 
local universities including United Arab Emirates University (UAEU), 
Khalifa University of Science, Technology and Research (KUSTAR), 
and MASDAR Institute in addition to various internationally renowned 
universities abroad, Mubadala Aerospace develops educational 
programs and curricula in the field of aerospace engineering.

IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT MAKES THE U.A.E. AND ABU 
DHABI IN SPECIFIC, AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE FOR THE 
AVIONICS AND AEROSPACE INDUSTRIES?
The UAE has made significant economical strides, and is renowned 
internationally as a business hub that caters to entrepreneurs as 
well as established multinational corporations. The guidance and 
wisdom of HH Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of 
the UAE and Ruler of Abu Dhabi, has turned the country into a 
powerhouse in the Arab region that exemplifies leading, competitive, 
and increasingly sustainable environments both economically and 
socially. The government has adopted policies to create a knowledge-
centric economy which aids the country in managing its rapid 
development while maintaining the values and cultural traditions 
that are hallmarks of its heritage. Key advantages for the UAE 
economy are the strategic geographical central location between 
the East and West, the stability of its currency, the oil industry, 
infrastructure, the strength of its capital city, Abu Dhabi, and its 
diverse human capital.

In 2006 the General Secretariat of the Executive Council, the Abu 
Dhabi Council for Economic Development, and the Department 
of Planning and Economy created a long-term economic vision 
for the Emirate of Abu Dhabi from which clear directives 
emerged to ameliorate and diversify the local economy. This 

long-term strategic roadmap for economic progress establishes a 
common framework aligning policies from both the public and 
private sectors creating a platform for these groups to achieve its 
collective goals for the Emirate.

The aerospace industry relies on a long-term outlook and top level 
technological, engineering and scientific knowledge, and resources 
to maintain its competitive edge in the global market. Mubadala 
Aerospace brings together international industry leaders creating 
competitive aerospace companies to drive the United Arab Emirates 
and Abu Dhabi, in particular, towards global market leadership in 
the aerospace sector. 

WHAT ARE THE SOME OF THE TOUGHEST CHALLENGES 
YOU HAVE FACED DURING YOUR CAREER, AND HOW DID 
YOU OVERCOME THEM?
One of the challenges I’m facing right now links to my answer 
above – which is convincing global aerospace partners to come 
and invest in Abu Dhabi and support our ambitions of developing 
a thriving industry in the emirate. We have built some strong 
partnerships already, with the likes of Airbus, Boeing, GE, 
Lockheed Martin and Sikorsky, but we need to continue to work 
hard to maintain the momentum.

Furthermore, I think the toughest challenge is the one we’re 
facing right now – the need for human capital in the aerospace 
industry in Abu Dhabi.  We are trying to build an awareness to 
encourage people to come to us, and this was a major focus for us 
at the Dubai Airshow. 

There is strong competition in so many exciting fields: nuclear, semi 
conductors, aluminium, oil and gas. It’s such an exciting time. I was 
born 20 years too early! Focus on science, maths, physics and you 
can help build this country: that’s the message to kids.

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST 
ABOUT THE AEROSPACE INDUSTRY?
Since I was young, I have been fascinated about the concept of flight 
and aviation, and this has shaped educational path, culminating in 
achieving a degree in Aeronautical Engineering, and my career from 
the military through to the role I play now.  

The precision and technology that goes in developing, building, 
maintaining and flying aircraft continues to bring me enjoyment, 
and I also love the people and partnerships that keep the industry 
moving forward. What excites me about the future though is the 
opportunity and vision to develop Abu Dhabi as a leading global 
aerospace hub, and I am proud that Mubadala Aerospace is playing 
such a major role in this. 
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